for 28 days, €6 1doit? Tt : be er than you

think. Just 'ij'ie.- arried Hillsborough
couple, who competed in — and v it season of CBS’s reality
TV show, Hunted. Described as a cor n of the world’s coolest

game of hide and seck and a real glimpse into what happens when law

enforcement agencies go after fugitives, the show awarded winning teams

with a cool $250,000.

By Kristy STEVENSON




_ he Kings are not your

typical Fugitives. En-

glml‘\ a r“ni(‘al an-

1gh, 4 ClInic

diologist for UNC
Health Care, and her

husband Stephen,
a stay-at-home father to their three
o Py Ry 11: Enslew ape

dren (Emery, age 11; Ensley, age
7; and Ellery, age 4), were underesti-
mated and not considered much of a
threat by the Hunters. Lenny DePaul,
the Hunted Command Center’s head
of operations, expected the couple to
have limited skills, and that their big-
gest challenge would be themselves.
Quoted as saying, “English and Ste-
phen’s chances of success are slim to
none — and slim’s out to lunch,” he
gave them a fugitive rating of 5/10 and
estimated that they wouldn't last more
than two weeks on the run.

Self-proclaimed junkies of another
CBS hit, The Amazing Race, English
and Stephen initially auditioned for that
show. They were elated when a call came
from the network in late 2015. But the
discussion was for a show called Hunted
that the Kings had never heard of. The
casting department encouraged them
to watch the UK version just to get a
sense of what the show was about. They
looked at each other and said, “T think
we can do this.”

Their families’ immediate reaction,
however, was laughter. Amber Davis
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knew that a challenge like
Hunted was far outside of her
scribes English as introverted,

shy, directionally challenged, |
and someone who does not |
like talking to strangers. So to |

see her on TV going up to peo-

ple she didn’t know and, as En- |
glish puts it, “hustling” them,
was surprising,

“We laughed at her and said,
‘Okay, good luck with that,”
says Amber. “We were the first doubt-
ers. But the more they talked abour
it, and the further they got along in
the interview process, the more we
realized: “This is happening!” Despite
English’s shyness, she’s also incredi-
bly competitive. There is no friendly
board game in our family. So we knew
that once she and Stephen commitred
to the show, they were in it to win.”

English admits to being stubborn,
and when someone tells her that she
can't do something, it fires her up to
win just to prove them wrong. From
a physical standpoint, the Kings are
both runners and felt ready for the en-
durance the show would require.

“It was more about researching and
going over the fine points,” says En-
glish. “No one knows more of the de-
tails of the UK Hunted series than this
girl.” She took meticulous notes on

what competitors did right, and what
got them caught. And she read a book
about how to disappear. The couple
ran through various if-then scenarios
in their heads in deciding how they
would play the game and stay hidden
for 28 days.

But when officials approached
them far from home during a family
vacation to Charleston and said those
magic words, “You're on the run,” the
plan they thought they had in place
quickly disappeared.

FROM FUN TO RUN

“We were on the way to get ice
cream,” says Stephen. “So the mood
went from the excitement of going
with our children to get something
to eat, to stressing about going on the
run, and our girls crying and upset that
we were 1Caviﬂg 50 ﬂbruptly. i TI‘lC‘y hﬂ.d.
envisioned where they might be, or

Steve Novitsky



All photographs courtesy of CBS

what they might be doing when they
were approached. But being in a place
that was unfamiliar to them, with no
knowledge of the area, and not having
any network of friends when they were
launched into this game made it a big
challenge from day one.

English immediately called her
parents, who were vacationing with
them, back from the grocery store to
take charge of the children. The girls
were understandably both frightened
and worried. “They told us they were
going to be gone, and that they would
be okay and we would be okay,” says
eldest daughter Emery. “They kept re-
minding us that they loved us — that it

was going to be hard, but to remember
that they'd be back.”
“The girls knew Mommy and

Daddy were going to be gone for 28
days — win or lose,” says English. “We
would not have done this, or even
considered it, had we not had family
and support at home, however. We're
fortunate that most of our family lives
here in the Triangle, and we knew
the girls were left in good hands and
would be well taken care of.”

CAMERA SHY

Once alone in South Carolina,
they had to be cognizant of their sur-
roundings in trying to avoid cameras

to iden tifying
Co
Mmand cenge,

“English and
Stephen’s chances
of success are
slim to none -
and slim’s out to
lunch.”

— Lenny Delaul
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in metropolitan areas. Their strategy
became trying to stay off-the-grid, not
use technology, and not make calls to
people that the Hunters could ulti-
mately track. Instead, targeting rural
areas and utilizing people that had
no connection to them is whar they
thought would win them the game,
As the Hunters predicted, the
King’s early anxiety levels were almost
to the point where they didn't talk.
Stephen struggled with not knowing
what the girls were doing or if they
were happy. English’s plan had been
lost, and the couple was expected to
fall apart. But they turned those ex-
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pectations to their advantage. Each
day, the couple didnt know where
they were going to land. And if they
didn’t know where they were going,
where they were staying, or who they

were using for help, how could the

Hunters? It was freeing to walk down
a random road just to see where it lead
and be able to say they had absolutely
no plans for weeks at a time.

“It gives you a whole new perspec-
tive and way to think abourt things
when you come from a world that's
about scheduling everything and
what’s on your calendar,” says Stephen.

English had also left instructions




ne

with her siblings who had access to
the couple’s social media accounts and
email addresses. Amber and her broth-
er, Preston Ivie, routinely emailed as
English and Stephen and posted false
information online to try and throw
the Hunters off track. The family
knew they would be found out, but
the ruse may have bought the Kings
precious moments.

“We're a close knit family, and my
sister is my best friend,” says Amber.
“To not know where your loved ones
are for that period of time is difficult. I
missed being able to pick up the phone
and talk to her — just to hear her say,
‘Hey, we're good and I'm okay.”™

English and Stephen spent a lot of
time on fGOt a.l'ld memombly bl'aved
June’s oppressive heat and the pouring
rains of Tropical Storm Colin, created
an amazing diversion with the help of
S[raﬂgﬁfﬁ, a.ﬂd d(}dgcd Cngiﬂf prob-
lems with the sea plane used in their
final escape.

And then there was Meredith the
snitch. As a distant professional col-
league living in Charleston, English
thought she would be perfect to call
on for help — until Meredith sold
them out for $500. They phoned her
and ended up leaving a voicemail mes-
sage. So they moved on to Rebecca, a
mutual friend and therefore easier for
the Hunters to connect. As a realtor,
Rebecca made an excellent contact
working flexible hours and willing to
answer a call from a foreign number.

“Meredith didn't have any knowl-
edge of our run because she wasn't part
of it,” says English. “It’s by sheer coin-
cidence that she’s friends with one of
the people that Rebecca recruired to
help in getting us a ride. Because she
was friends in that network, Meredith
knew that we had been in Charleston,
who we got a ride with, who we ended
up staying with, and the Hunters were
able to extort that.”

THE HOME STRETCH

Undeterred, they began using En-
glish’s attention to derail to write ev-
erything down. “It eased the negative
of not being able to use the plan and
instead became a positive for us,” says
Stephen. When they needed to make
contact with the next person, they
used untraceable lines and took notes
indicating which phone was used tw
call which person, and that phone
would not be used again. “We were
not going to backtrack, making it very
difficult for the Hunters to connect
the dots,” adds English. “That became
our strategy and our rule book.”

The couple also meticulously not-
ed every single name, address, and
telephone number of those who gave
them any degree of help so they could
follow up with a thank you. They've
kept in contact with each of them.

The King’s motivation in compet-
ing was to show their girls that not ev-
erything or everyone in this world is
bad; there are loving, kind, and gener-
ous people out there.

“We are truly humbled and grate-
ful for the help we received while on
the run — some who did not have a
lot and most of whom were
strangers,” says Stephen. The
rides, beds, meals, support,
and encouragement did not
go unnoticed or unappreci-
ated. Both found that when
they opened up, complete
strangers became invested
in them and wanted to
see them win.

“Before this expe-
rience, | was worried
about fixing dinner,
packing lunches, giv-
ing the girls baths,
and getting them to
bed. Now I realize
that it's okay to
have a few min-

utes of let’s just sit here on the couch
and snuggle; I'll deal with the dishes
and the laundry later,” says Stephen.

“T dont have my work email on
my phone anymore,” English adds.
“There’s time for family, and I'm try-
ing to have a better balance.”

TIED FOR FIRST

The Kings were not the show's
only victors in a nail-biting finish:
friends Lee Wilson and Hilmar Skag-
field also took home the grand prize
for eluding the Hunters. So as not to
potentially aid any future Fugitives (or
actual persons running from the law),
the show did not give away all secrets
of the Hunter’s trade craft or techni-
cal abilities. And with solid Nielsen
ratings and a large fan base, Hunted
is in good shape to be picked up for
a sophomore stretch. Although the
deadline for (a potential) season two
was in early March, submissions from
“outgoing, adventurous, competitive
and humorous applicants” who would
like to appear on the show will be tak-
en year-round at huntedcasting.com.
CBS All Access subscribers can stream
season one at chs.com/shows/hunted/
video/ B
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